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From the Chair
Is it just me, or is summer coming at exactly the right time
this year? I am Tired-with-a-capital-T! There has been a lot
going on, from what feels like every direction, and the idea
of the slow, lazy days of summer sounds awfully appealing.
I'm just about to head out on a week's holidays as I'm
writing this, and I'm looking forward to putting work down
and picking up my gardening gloves for a few days.
Which is not to say, however, that I'm complaining. I am
very happy that OCLA has been asked to contribute to the
discussions happening right now regarding the path
forward with our libraries. I've always felt it was critical to
maintain OCLA's place at the table (all of the tables,
actually!). [continued next page]
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So while it has been a lot at times for all of us, I am quite thankful for the opportunity to both
gather the accumulated wisdom of OCLA members, and to present our insights and ideas to
LiRN and FOLA.
I am also incredibly excited for our upcoming fall Learn with LiRN conference. If you missed
the emails about this, you can read more about the preliminary programme later on in this
issue. OCLA has requested and received space for our own meeting during this conference,
which will be first time we've been together in-person since the last COLAL conference in
October 2019. Remember 2019?! I don't!
During our OCLA meeting in the fall, we will be
electing a new Executive for a two-year term.
Pia Williams has written more about this later
on in this issue, but I would like to add my
personal plea to consider putting your name
forward. I will continue to be on the Executive
as Past Chair (a concept that I hope doesn't
deter too many of you, har har), and I am
excited to serve with a new batch of OCLA
Exec members. Please consider if you have the
space and interest for this right now, and
reach out to any current members for more
information!
On that note, this will be my final Chair's letter
for the OCLA Access Point newsletter, and I'd
like to express here in print my gratitude to
the other members of the OCLA Exec I've
worked with these last two years - Pia, Chris,
Michelle, Mary-Jo, Stacey, and Laura. It's been a
pleasure to know most of you for almost 15
years now, and an even greater pleasure to
work with you within OCLA's board.
I hope everyone has a wonderful summer, and
I look forward to seeing many of you this fall in
Toronto!

Jen Walker
OCLA Chair
2020-2022

OCLA Executive
2020-2022

Jennifer Walker
Chair
Christiane Wyskiel
Secretary
Michelle Gerrits
Treasurer
Mary-Jo Petsche
Member-at-Large
Pia Williams
Past Chair
Vice-Chair
Vacant
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Say hello to our some of our new OCLA members!
George Hawtin is excited to join the Simcoe
County Law Association as their new Law
Librarian. George has spent over ten years in
public, academic, and law libraries, including time
with Ontario's Ministry of the Attorney General
and the employment law resource centre at the
Human Resources Professionals Association. In his
spare time, George is working toward a doctorate
in information science, and also enjoys
volunteering with animals and accessibility-related
causes.
Kelsi Weist recently joined the Sudbury District
Law Association staff as the new Law Library
Assistant, taking over the position previously held
by Nina Nasedkin. She has spent over 5 years at
the Greater Sudbury Public Library in Branch
Assistant and librarian positions. A sudbury native,
she completed her undergraduate degree from
Laurentian University in 2014 in English: Rhetoric
and Media Studies and and Law and Justice (cool!)
She also completed both a Library and
Information Technician diploma and a MLIS
programme. Outside of work, she enjoys exploring
the trails in the area and taking part in different
cultural events in Sudbury!
Jo-Ann McQuillan has joined the Peel Law
Assocation as their Law Library Director. Jo-Ann
started her career cataloguing, appraising and
selling rare books, maps and ephemera in various
Toronto auction houses. She earned a Master of
Information Studies at the University of Toronto in
2001 and has since worked in theological,
academic and corporate libraries. Most recently,
Jo-Ann completed almost 20 years at the Institute
of Communication Agencies (ICA), where she
operated a busy library and interdisciplinary
research department serving Canada's advertising
industry, as well as overseeing diverse publishing
initiatives. Jo-Ann has served on the boards of
CARF and DAAC and SLA's Advertising and
Marketing Division.

Justin Ball has joined the Stormont, Dundas &
Glengarry Law Association. Originally from
Toronto, he worked in the Film and Television
industry for over ten years. He got his start as an
Art Director and Writer/Editor working with The
Mind Refinery. Justin eventually shifted gears and
began a career working in libraries at York
University. He later moved out of Toronto to
Ottawa and eventually settled in the small town of
St. Andrews West with his wife, dog, and two cats.
Justin studied Library and Information Technology
at Mohawk College and has worked in various
university libraries throughout Ontario. When
Justin is not providing research assistance he can
usually be found working in his garden, trying out
new brewing recipes, or in his studio recording
voice acting and narration.
Karen Sealy is the new librarian for the Elgin
Law Association. Having enjoyed many different
jobs in the field of librarianship, she is excited to
take on this new role. She has worked at academic
libraries, special collections (Archives) and public
libraries before this move to courthouse libraries.
This new role is an exciting new challenge.
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OCLA Executive Election
By Pia Williams, Waterloo Law Association
2022 is an election year for the OCLA Executive. Each position carries a two-year term. All positions
are open for nominations:
Chair
Vice-Chair(s)
Treasurer
Secretary
Member-at-Large
Elections will be held at our Annual General Meeting scheduled for Thursday, October 13, 2022. The
position descriptions are contained in the by-laws and in the OCLA Policies & Procedures
documents. All OCLA members are eligible for nomination and are encouraged to participate by
letting their name stand for an executive position. If you wish to nominate yourself for election,
please ask another OCLA member to submit your name/position to the Nominating Committee.
If you are interested in any of the positions, you may wish to contact the current executive
members listed below, for more information on what is involved:
Chair – Jennifer Walker, County of Carleton Law Association
Vice-Chair – Vacant
Treasurer – Michelle Gerrits, Lambton Law Association
Secretary – Chris Wyskiel, Brant Law Association
Member-at-Large – Mary-Jo Mustoe, Welland County Law Association
The Nominating Committee has confirmed that Jennifer Walker will remain on the executive as Past
Chair. The remaining members of the current executive have fulfilled their terms and are looking to
focus their energies on their library/home/community responsibilities. We gratefully thank Stacey
Zip, Michelle Gerrits, Mary-Jo Mustoe and Chris Wyskiel for their willingness to share their expertise,
talents, and time with the executive.
Your enthusiasm, ideas and leadership skills are needed as we all will experience as we continue to
experience changes with LiRN, as well as with the rapidly transforming court system in Ontario. If
you have any questions, or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.
To submit a nomination please fill out the nomination form and submit it to Pia Williams at
pwilliams@waterloolaw.org by 4:00 pm on Friday, September 30, 2022.
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OCLA Member & Library Profile
OCLA Member: Nicole Strandholm
Library: Hamilton Law Association - Anthony M. J. Pepe
Memorial Library

Tell us a bit about your association or library and city!
The Hamilton Law Association was established in 1879, making it one of the oldest law associations
in the province. Our first president of the association was Sir Emilius Irving who served as our
president for nine years from 1879 to 1888, where he then became the Treasurer of the Law Society
of Upper Canada in 1893. For twenty years, Irving held that position at the LSUC when, in 1913, he
died at the age of 90 while still Treasurer. Emilius Irving is a testament to the Hamilton bar, then and
now, by representing the hard work and dedication that our members have to the people of
Hamilton. Growing up in Hamilton, I always considered the Hamilton bar as rockstars of a sort, and
I’ll admit that feeling hasn’t fully gone away. I still get a little awestruck when facing some of our
members who have accomplished amazing things without losing their kind heart and integrity.
Do you have a favourite kind of research? What is it?
My absolute favourite kind of research is finding case law. Our members, who regularly email me for
my assistance, know that if they are looking for case law, that I will respond to them almost
immediately (if I am able) to search out the cases they need. My interest goes beyond just looking for
specific cases. I enjoy searching for case law related to any and all situations, and when I find what I
am looking for, it is the best kind of satisfaction.
What do you like the most about being a librarian?
Ever since I was young, I knew I wanted to do something to help people learn more about what they
were interested in and assist them with finding the materials they needed to succeed. The early
iterations of this plan were to become a guidance counsellor or academic advisor, but there were a
few disadvantages to those careers that I couldn’t quite justify, whereas being a librarian checked all
the right boxes for me and my personality. I’m sure that is why I love to find case law so much. It
helps me feel that satisfaction of knowing I helped someone with something they needed to succeed
that they couldn’t find themselves.

Continued on the next page
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What are you currently working on?
I have very recently become the HLA representative for our History Committee. I have a passion for
local history and jumped at the chance to be involved in any way I could. As a result, my summer
project is to organize, catalogue and find a new space for our archival material.
Currently, I am fixing up some of the material that need a little TLC, like reattaching book covers and
re-gluing ripped fabrics What I am particularly excited for however, is to bring out the material from
the depths of storage and make a more permanent home for them in a more appropriate, organized
space.

Pictured: Some of the HLA's books in need of a little TLC!

Call for OCLA Member Profiles!
Introduce yourself to your fellow OCLA colleagues by
signing up for a member profile in a future edition of
OCLA Access Point.
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Tech Tips: Backups
By Brenda Lauritzen, County of Carleton Law Association

I still remember that one of my earliest childhood lessons was on the importance of backing up
digital assets. I wish I were kidding; my father worked as a database administrator with the
government for countless years, and nothing quite lit up his eyes like the opportunity to talk about
how important having backups was.
While I did not inherit his particular enthusiasm for the topic (and indeed I have since not come
across many people who share it), it was impressed upon me from a young age that backups are
important, and something you should dedicate some time to every year to ensure yours are
accomplishing what they need to.
Thankfully, backing up your data has gotten much easier over the years (goodbye large roomfuls of
servers and tapes!). It can now be automated and stored in the cloud; you can set and forget and
you’re good to go. If you haven’t configured these yet don’t worry – you’re in good company! Like
much of disaster planning, many people don’t give a thought to it until something happens, and
then it’s too late and your files may be lost to the void! Even if you have set up your backups
already, it never hurts to check every so often to ensure they are covering everything you need at
the frequency you need.
So let me convince you on the many good reasons to take a moment in the next month to do a
health check-up on your digital backups – both workplace and personal. A perfect short summer
project!
Three-Two-One Principle
The general guideline for backups is to have three copies of your important data: two onsite and
one offsite. Disaster management is all about lowering risk; having three copies vastly increases
the chances that all the copies will not fail simultaneously.

Continued on the next page
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Two of these copies can reside in the same physical location,
but on different physical media. An example of this might be
having copies on two different hard drives, or one on your
computer and one on your local server. The chances that one
hard drive fails might be substantial for a number of reasons,
but the chances that two fail at the same time are much,
much smaller. Having two copies onsite can also allow for
quick access in the case of an emergency should one fail.
The last backup should reside offsite. Most of the time this
would be in the cloud, though you can also purchase portable
hard drives to bring to a different location. The WD My
Passport series (ex: here) are an excellent choice for portable
hard drives (the 4TB version can sometimes be found at
Costco as well). Having a copy of your data offsite ensures
that if there is a localized disaster (fire, tornado, flood, no
power, etc.) and you lose access to your first two backups,
chances are that your last copy will remain intact.

Managed IT Services: Questions to Consider
I realize many of us try to outsource our IT when possible. If this is the case for you, here are some
questions to ask your local tech support to ensure the health of your digital backups:
What files need to be captured? Consider files that may reside other devices such as your phone
or laptop.
Where are my backups currently being stored?
What redundancy is there? (as discussed, there should ideally be three easily-accessible copies!)
If there is an offsite physical copy, what security is on the drive? Is the drive password-protected?
If it’s a portable drive, what physical protection for the drive is there so that someone can’t just
walk away with it?
How often are the backups updated? For the workplace, full backups should be done at least
once a week (ideally every 24 hours), with incremental backups in between.
How quickly can data be restored in the event of a loss?
How often is the integrity of the backup data checked?
How long are the backups kept? (i.e. how much of an archive is maintained?)

Continued on the next page
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Self-Serve Cloud Options
For those of us blazing the trail on our own, here are some options.
OneDrive: If you have a Microsoft 365 subscription, you automatically get 1TB of storage with
OneDrive. I always recommend this first, as it includes the latest versions of the Microsoft Apps as
well, which many of us use on a regular basis. With OneDrive your files are always synced with your
local computer as long as you have a connection, so there is no extra effort needed to ensuring your
files are being backed up.
Google: Google Drive is of course an option that many of us are familiar with, though it is not
automatic, and unless your entire business processes are stored there it is sometimes difficult to
remember to upload things (see: me always forgetting to add things to the OCLA Drive!). But if you’re
not looking for a full system backup, it is excellent for creating redundancy for specific files and
folders. Google also offers a more robust version in their Cloud Service; I have not used this myself,
but they offer a free trial and payment is by GB, so this might be a lower-cost option for many
depending on the size of your files.
Dropbox: Another manual storage option; plans start at $13/month.
Backups in Windows: This is not in the cloud, but there’s also an option to set up automatic
backups through Windows, which will run periodically. This will require your computer to have two
separate hard drives, as one drive will backup to the other. You can configure this by searching for
‘Backup’ in Windows, and it will walk you through the setup process.
Annual Digital Health Checkup
I always advocate setting aside a short time every year to have a look at the health of your digital
assets. This includes looking at things like password security, network and server vulnerabilities, and
of course, backups.
Whether or not you have someone managing your backups for you, consider these things every
year:
When was the last time I did a full, complete backup?
Have I added new important folders or files, and are they being captured in the backups
properly?
Has the integrity of the backups been compromised in any way? Restoration tests should be
completed on a regular basis.
A few minutes every year can save a lot of grief should something happen to the primary version of
your files!
As always, happy to help if you have any questions! (just not quite as enthusiastically as my father)
blauritzen@ccla-abcc.ca.
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Book Review

Autonomous Vehicles: Self-Driving Cars
and the Law of Canada
By Judith Dale, Hastings & Prince Edward Law Association
There are many issues facing autonomous vehicles and much depends on
the various forms of detailed explanations, extensive tests and perceived
liability; even to such questions as whether or not current municipal
infrastructure can support autonomous vehicles!
Nathan Baker, recently appointed as a Judge of the Ontario Court of Justice in
Oshawa, has been practicing law for fifteen years in the areas of driving Law,
Charter litigation and youth matters. He also authored Drug Impaired Driving
in Canada in 2018. Of note, he also has been a strong advocate for Ontario’s
47 County and District Law Libraries.
The product description for Nathan Baker’s text states that: “Over the coming
decades, the law surrounding motor vehicles is going to go through profound
changes as autonomous vehicles become common and issues of law deriving
from advances in technology inevitably arise. The definition of autonomy will
be debated as we move to find new solutions to age-old problems, ranging
from gridlock to human error. With the transition to, and ongoing evolution
of, autonomous vehicles, the law will have to be modified accordingly. A new
area of law will be needed, and with it, an assessment of how the current law
can be adapted. Autonomous Vehicles: Self-Driving Cars and the Law of Canada
will serve as a ready resource as courts and litigants begin the journey down
this new road.”
Nathan Baker has produced a comprehensive ‘starter kit’ for this area of law,
moving from the basic definition of autonomous vehicles through current
regulation and questions of civil, criminal and quasi-criminal liability, to
(possible) future obstacles.
This book has not flown off the shelf so far, but there have been inquires and
requests for the table of contents. As the era of self-driving vehicles is fast
approaching, from Tesla to Google to Uber to other car tech companies, I
feel that this will be a valuable resource for our library as this area of law
develops.

Publisher:
Irwin Law
Date:
October 2021
Print Cost:
$60.00
E-Availability:
Within vLex
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Learn with LiRN Conference
October 13 & 14, 2022
For the first time since 2019, OCLA will be gathering in-person!
This year's COLAL Conference - now called Learn with LiRN - will be held October 13 and 14 in
Toronto at the Marriott Downtown at CF Toronto Eaton Centre. The conference will also be
available online for those who cannot make it to Toronto.
OCLA's Professional Development Committee worked with Jacquie Fex of LiRN to help develop
the programming for this year's conference. The Committee hopes that you find the content
interesting, timely, and relevant for you and your library.
In addition to lunches and opportunities to meet with
your OCLA colleagues in person, the education
programme includes the following sessions:
Library automation software
Vicarious trauma and burnout coping tips for
Librarians
Current awareness
Social media tips from your OCLA colleagues

Important registration details:
To register for the conference, fill out this form. Be sure to indicate if you'll be
there in person or virtually!
To book a hotel room, use this registration link. To help encourage attendance,
LiRN will be covering the cost of one hotel room for two nights for each
association if you're coming from outside of Toronto!
Travel to and from this conference is covered by LiRN.
Southern Ontario / GTA members: Toronto traffic is terrible so take the GO!
Extended parking at GO stations and taxi chits for travel from Union Station will
be covered in addition to the GO ticket price.
For others further away, please book your transportation the way you have
traditionally used for COLAL.
If you're driving, mileage is covered at $ 0.58 per km.
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Ask OCLA
What have been your favourite or
most popular products from the new
LiRN e-subscriptions this year?
I love using WL CriminalSource as I can pull the general
commentary from noted authors on a point of law, look at the
cases they provide, use this information and tailor my search to
specific client’s issues and send them off with something
helpful. This was the case recently and I received this as part of
a thank you: “It was so helpful to be able to walk into the library
and get your help on a point of law which I needed in court asap.
Your research skills are amazing and you are very fast!”
(I keep my librarian superhero cape in the corner.)

It's safe to say my love for Lexis' Practical
Guidance has grown into a full-blown
obsession at this point. I've lost count of
the times where they've had a practice
note on the exact issue I've been looking
for - saving me and the lawyers hours of
time searching through other products
for an answer. It's definitely become the
first place I check for most of my
research questions!

I like vLex and the ability to pull chapters
out of Irwin law books. My lawyers like
easier to handle law books over heavily
annotated and dense volumes like we
typically see from Lexis and TR. I also like
that on vLex topics will link across texts
and caselaw etc. - makes it easier to
follow up on things
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